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A BRIEF 


-. "Fever Remarkable Paſſages of the 


In their Journey out of Pex/ias and 
T artaria_ towards Fernſalem, 
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Relating how the Perſtans were ftrucken with 
Blindneſs, when they attempted to rifle the 
Houſes of the Fews, and ſpoyl their Goods. 

As alſo, how the Caſpian Mountains became a 
Plain ; and the Rivers were dryed up before 
them, ”—_ 

As it was delivered in a LETTER, written by Dope, 


Mareſchalck Lira, from Vienna, to the Eleftor Palatine : 


very lately ſent iato England by a worthy man to his 
good Friend in London. 
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Printed in the ſecond Month, and hoped-for Year of 
Iſraels Reſtoration, 1666, | - 
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A Tranſcript of the Subſtance of a LETT ER, 
Written by Dom, Mareſchalck Lira, from Vi- 
enna, to the EleCtor Palatine : Very lately 
ſent into England by a worthy man, to his goo.i 
Friend in London. 


7 Fre we have it for certain, from Per- 
*4F\ 4 (ia, Octob. 1665, that there came to 
1 [27] the King of Perſ;a's Court ten men, 
4 in Age and Aſpe&t very Venerable, 
cloathed in Silk , interwoven with 
= Gold and Silver ; every of them ha- 
ving eight men-ſervants, who were in like manner, 
in gravity of manners, and courteouſneſs, of a good- 
ly preſence. Theſe profeſſed themſelves to be ſent 

. bythe ten Tribes of 7/raz/, whom ſo many hundred 
- years ſince King Salmanaſſar had carried away captive 
.. out of their own Countrie, whom ( nevertheleſs) the 
--Lord God had reſerved to himſelf, unto this day, in 
-” the remote parts of Tartaria: And unto whom he 
" had now ſent a Prophet, who ſhould gather them all- 
"together, and conduct them into their own Country, 
- The Command that we haye 1n charge, to thee O 

| King of Per//a, ( ſaid the aforeſaid Embaſſadors ) is, 
© That we givethee very great Wal tor thy kindneſs 
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- to our Brethren the Jews, ſhewed unto them in their 
difperſion, And to teſtifie our gratitude, we offer 
unto your Majeſty this ſmall Preſent ( with which 
word, the chief of the Embaſly preſented him with a 
moſt beautiful Pearl, as big as an Hens egg 5 and 
immediately every one of the reſt, offered that pre- 
cious Stone which was peculiar to his own Tribe:) 


And they ſaid ; We beleech thee allo, O King, that | 


thou wouldſt grant leave unto our Brethren, dwelling 
inthy Dominions, to come to us with their Eſtates ; 
and to permit us all, who direct our journey towards 
Teruſalem, to paſs thorow the Countries of thy Do- 
minions. The King at theſe things being aſtoniſh- 
ed, and at preſent void of Counſel, anſwered ; That 
he muſt firſt conſult with his Counſellors concerning 
this matter, betore he could determine any thing. 
Theſe Embaſſadors being at preſent diſmifled , the 
King commands his Princes and Counſellors to be 
called together, ro whom he propoſeth the whole 
matter. They, with joynt agreement, in their Coun- 
cil decree, that the Fews muſt not be diſmifſed ; not 
only becauſe they were many, but alſo becauſe they 
were mighty, in many and great Riches ; of which 
the Kingdom could not be deprived, without great 
dammage unto it. The King therefore (the Embaſ- 
ſadors being again called betore him) denounceth to 
them, That it was not found adviſable to let the Fews 
with their wealth to be Ciſ:nifled out of his Kingdom, 
They reply, with beſeechings, that the King would 
conſult well for himſelf, and not bring on himſelf 
ſome evil, For they were ſent of God,by the miniſtry 
of 


of a Prophet, which God had raiſed up unto them ; 
and that they did intend nothing but good to him, 
and his Kingdom 3 and that they might remove the 
oreat impediment thereof, they further add, We bep 
ot thee the naked Perſons of thoſe men, leaving be- 
hind them all their Wealth and Houſes, When the 
King heard this, he ſaw the ſtate of their requeſt to 
be much changed ; and ſo commands them again to 
withdraw, that he might again take Counſel of his 
Princes. 

Mean whiles that theſe things were acted, behold 
a dreadiull Tempeſt arifeth, with an abundant Hail 
and Lighting , wierewith the whole Court was fo 
pierced with tear and terror, that they ſaid, this was _ 
ſent from Heaven for the ſake of the Fews, Whence 
they concluded, that the Jews were to be diſmiſſed, 
ſo as they leave their Houſes and Subſtance behind 
them. When the 7ews took theſe Conditions for 
their departure, very grievoully, the Embaſſadors ad- 
moniſhed them, that they ſhould not lay ir to heart, 
or be unwilling to leave thoſe temporals, who ſhould 
find better things ; neither ſhould they loſe thoſe 
Temporals : for theſe God would reſerve for them 
ſate and ſound. Thereuporfthey go forth, following 
the Embaſladors, leaving their Habitations and E- 
ſtates behind them, 

After their departure, there ſeiſed upon the minds 
of the Perſian people a vehement defire of entering 
into the Houſes of the Fews, which they left ſhut up, 
and to ſpoyl them of the Eſtates they had left. Ha- 
ving ſo concluded upon this Conſpiracy, they go to 

the 


= hs,  Y X 
i — _— p 23a = 
I 's 
| . 


— 


—— gy———_ 


. DON IE NAN, 


the Jews Houſes, and aUdreſs thendſelves to take the 
{poyl; But afloon as they came near the Jews Hou- 


ſes, preſently they arg ſmitten with Blindneſs, or dark- 
neſs of eyes ; Mit they knew not what they did, 
nor what they-fouched, By and by, atter they de- 
parted from the Jews Houſes, and defiſted from their 
intended depredation , there preſently returned to 
them their perfect fight. After that again,when the 
itch.of defire to ſpoyl the ſaid Jews of their Eſtates 
was upon them, and had attempted it, and that the 
ſecond and third time, they met with no better ſuc- 
ceſs than at the firſt, Which things being famed 
abroad, the King and his Princes conclude amongſt 
chemſelyes that ſome Divine Thing was under theſe 
Events, And fo with an unanimous conſent they 
decreed, that it was their duty to preſerve and reſerve 
the Jews Riches undamnified. And that this might 


' be fo, they thought it adviſable, that all the Jews 


whole Eſtates ſhould be —_ them, and. to 
be given into their hands to catyy with them, Has. . 
ving ſo called together a great nuber of Horſmen, ' 
with many Waggons and Chariots,tn which they load 
the Jews Wealth, they tollow after the Embaſladors 
by the ſame way they dEparted. There among the 
Caſpian Mountains, moſt difhicult to be paſled over, 
rhey ſee an unwonted Plain, and a beaten way : which 
when they had paſſed over, they find a River dryed- 
up, where the [/raclites had paſled over, At laſt, 
when they had found them, they bid the Jews totake 
all ther Wealth along with them, And withall ask- 


ed them who had made that way, among the moſt 
dith- 


(7 ] 
| difficult Mountains, plain before them, or had ſhewed J 
it unto them? And who had dryed-up that River for 
them 2 They anſwered, they had an Angel for their 
H Conducor., who made for them that Plain--Wa 
through Mountains and Rivers. And further add, 
that they had yet two Rivers more which they were 
to paſs over, before they could come unto their Bre- 
thren, which alſo ſhould in like manner be drycd- 
up, &©c. 


This is the ſubſtance of the Letter. 

Our 7ews here, and eyery-where, grow | 
more and more confident of their Reſtaurati- = 
on to be at hand. Which (it ſeems) our Chri- 
ſtians, for the moſt part do (as it were ) envy: 
and fo F hardly believe any ſuch thing, As 
for the King pretended, it's certain he is arri- 

ved at Conffantinople z though the TranſaQi- 
"{ ons there, a\gyet kept in lence. 

The French Embaſſador, Mr. de (haumont, 
1s ſaid to have written to his King, that nei- 
ther he, nor any other Embaſlador, could 
| have any audience at the Court of the Grand- 
Seigntor, becaule the whole Court is. taken. 
up with the affairs of the King of the eps, 
And beſides, Letters of the like ſubſtance are 
come to the Hagu?, and here allo to ſter- 
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Our laſt Letters from Legorn and' Smyrna 


{ay, That at Porto Regio is riſen a new Pro- 


arrived at Conſtantinople; And that ſuch a day 


paſſeth ſuch a thing ; and againſt Faſter al! 
will be made publick. And thole of Smyrna 
ſent four Rabbies by Land to Conſtantinople, 


to learn what paſſeth there, that they may im+ | 
part it to others. 


This week I underſtood of a Feruſalymitan 
Rabby, that Letters were come from Alexan- 


dria, confirming that the Tiwo Tribes and half 


were but three dayes Journey from Gazg ; fo 


that he doubted not bur by this time they 


were arrived, except they wete to. ſtay till 
the King and the other Tribes concur ; and 
this Paſlover may lucceed upoif the old, and 
ſo fall our on the ſame day, © 
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